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Even the appearance of fungus and anthills inside
the temple is considered to be a fit occasion
for expiation.  Expiatory ceremonies are also
described for portents which forestall evil to the
country.

Bharata Desa is the birthplace of universal
religion and is the holy land of the avatdras,
Rsis, Alvars, Nayanmars, Acaryas and other
seers of God. The birthplace of avatdras and
godly men is called a ksetra or sacred place
sanctified by their advent in the interests of
spiritualising humanity. Mother India has infi-
nite capacity to produce godly men and is there-
fore worshipped as perpetually young though she
j|i| |! i      has given birth to a countless number of sages and
i           sainfcs through the ages. The Vedantins seek
-i{^   ,      Brahman as the supreme Deity or sat or as the
cosmic Lord or Isvara; the mystics seek Him as
the indwelling Self but all religious people adore
the avatdra, historical or permanent, in the
ksetras of which seven are said to be the chief.
Ayodhya is the birthplace of Sri Rama; MathurS,
Gokula and Brndavana are associated with the
Ilia of Sri Krsna. Kasi is the heart of spiritual
India. Kafici is held sacred as the chief salvation-
giving city of India.

Area is worshipped in five forms of which
the most important is svayamvyakta like TirupatL